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2 MORE THAN HUMAN

Buddy, Can You Spare a Gene? ~ [#® 4"

Helping hands: The number of genes distributed among the friendly bacteria that
live inside people’s bodies and on their skin far outnumbers the number of genes
we inherit from our parents. Researchers are figuring out in greater detail which of
these microbial genes benefit their human hosts and how.
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Mechanisms
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Escape from immunosurveillance

Blocking antibody
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